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System of Care Implementation Readiness Assessment Tools 
Many states, tribes, territories, and communities have recognized a need to assess readiness 
for System of Care (SOC) implementation.  There are at least three tools that have been 
developed that can assist in planning and implementation processes by identifying areas of 
strength and challenge as well as potential technical assistance needs.  These include the 
System of Care Practice Review—Revised, the Self- Assessment of Strategies for Expanding the 
System of Care Approach and the System of Care Readiness and Implementation Measurement 
Scale.  
 

 Self- Assessment of Strategies for Expanding the System of Care Approach (SSESOC) is 
an assessment designed by the Georgetown University National Technical Assistance 
Center for Children’s Mental Health and the National Evaluation of the Comprehensive 
Community Mental Health Services for Children and Their Families Program. SSESOC is a 
self-administered tool to explore the implementation of an array of strategies that may 
be used by states, tribes, territories, and communities to expand the system of care 
approach, with the goal of implementing the SOC philosophy and approach statewide 
and throughout tribes and territories. For more information, click here. 
 

 The System of Care Practice Review – Revised (SOCPR-R) is a method and instrument 
for assessing whether SOC values and principles are operationalized at the level of 
practice where children and their families have direct contact with service providers. 
Presented by the University of South Florida’s College of Behavioral and Community 
Sciences,  the SOCPR-R has been used extensively by both individual agencies and 
complex service systems and has been shown to be an effective tool in interpreting the 
meaning of child and family experiences and assessing the degree to which SOC 
principles are guiding practice. The SOCPR-R is available in English and in Spanish.  For 
more information, click here. 
 

 The System of Care Readiness and Implementation Measurement Scale (SOC-RIMS) 
was developed by Lenore Behar and Marty Hydaker as a means of gathering information 
from stakeholders to determine areas of strength and challenges in planning and 
implementing systems of care. SAMHSA’s Child, Adolescent and Family Branch funded 
the development of the SOC-RIMS to support an assessment of the effectiveness of the 
grant program and to aid communities in the planning and implementation of their 
grants.   The scale is appropriate to measure community readiness and progress with 
implementation and has excellent reliability and validity.  The SOC-RIMS is also available 
in Spanish, and there is a version that is designed for Native American tribal sites. For 
more information, click here.  

 

http://www.tapartnership.org/docs/Self-Assessment_Strategies_Expanding%20SOCApproach.pdf
http://cfs.cbcs.usf.edu/projects-research/detail.cfm?id=380
http://www.lenorebehar.com/assets/images/pdf/system_of_care_readiness_implementation_scale.pdf

